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Design Challenge 2024
Join us for the 10 

th annual ...

February 17 | 9:30am–7pm | UW Cart Lab, 250 Science Hall

Co-creating a Historical Atlas
of Racial Violence in the U.S. 1889–1945

Celebrate the 10th annual Design Challenge by collaborating with Geography Ph.D. student Kela Caldwell on her dissertation project to decipher and 
historicize the term race riot. By discovering and identifying U.S. race riot incidents between 1889 and 1945, you will gain experience working with an 

interdisciplinary crew of cartographers, historians, and geographers to create a collaborative atlas that explores dimensions of human experience 
and the retelling of racial violence, its processes, and the sites of its reckoning. All meals and snacks provided to participants! 

Join us for an event kick-off Yi-Fu Tuan Lecture on Feb 16! We'll celebrate the last 10 years of the Design 
Challenge, dive into atlas production, and introduce this year's Design Challenge topic. 

Yi-Fu Tuan Lecture & Reception: February 16 | 3:30pm–5:30pm | 180 Science Hall
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Yanbing Chen & Brynn Patrello: 2024
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Imagine -
You start your day
with a cup of coffee and
the daily news. You open the
paper to find headlines of race riots
and lynching. However, this isn‛t shocking to
you at all. You have no reaction- as this is just
another day in America.

This map shows real headlines from news media documenting race
riots and mob violence. Notice how language is twisted by the news to
intentionally make readers antagonize black people and victimize white
people. The articles are numerous, spanning years and continuing today.
Is this news to you? Or is it just another day in America? 22



Broad
Axe(Broad

Ax)
Cleveland
Gazette

Plaindealer

Freeman

Plaindealer

Arkansas
State Press

Los Angeles
Tribune

Greater Milwaukee
Star(Milwaukee Star)

New
Age (Portland
New Age)

Savannah
Tribune

Washington
Bee

Negro Star

Chicago

Cleveland

Detroit

Indianapolis

Kansas City

Little Rock

Los Angeles

Milwaukee

Portland

Savannah

Washington

Wichita

500
Kilometers

Topeka
Early American
Newspapers
(Plaindealer)

1 3

Tracing the Geographic Dissemination of
Race Riot Report from Georgia in early 20th Century

7

Incident Locations

Number of Race Riot
Related News Published

Ecohes of Discord By Qianheng Zhang
And Ashmita Dhakal

In UW-Madison 
CartLab

2024/02/17

During 1898 to 1945, there were 22 reports directly related to with the
race riots within Georgia. These reports spread across the United
States by 13 publishers, which was a sigficant evidence of the connections
between states and the diverse communities.

Columbus

Griffin

Athens

Savannah

Cochran

Atlanta

Jessup

Number of Articles
from each County

1 5 10

Out of the 22 reports, 13 were 
from Atlanta City, which was 
the center of race riot related 
events.
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“The South”
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Tangible and Digital Flow Map of
Historical Lynchings in United States

by Atlas Guo

(UW Cartography Lab Design Challenge 2024)
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A Look at Race Riots on the Delmarva Peninsula
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1907-08

Sylvanus Conquest, a (black) clerk at Burton's store, was charged with resisting arrest and fined $50 
for failing to pay a $2 debt triggering the riot 
J.D. Uzzle, a black community leader, fires his revolver injuring a white man after being attacked, and 
flees and so does Conquest and Burton; Whites burn down Burton's store and Uzzle's printing shop

Governor Claude A. Swanson arrives in Onancock to address the situation but departs later in the day
The whites were unsettled by rumors of black plots to attack the town. Colonel Nottingham and 
state militia patrol the streets
Violence persisted with reports of white attacks on black residents in the countryside
Uzzle surrendered to a squad of soldiers in Onancock and is confined in the town hall
Burton and Conquest surrendered and were transported to Norfolk along with Uzzle
John Topping, a black man injured in the ambush, dies of lockjaw in Accomac County jail
A grand jury indicts Burton and Conquest for the murder Uzzle for malicious shooting
Uzzle is acquitted after retrial, while Burton and Conquest are sentenced to one year in prison
The Virginia Supreme Court sets aside the verdicts, citing insufficient evidence. Legal proceedings 
against Burton and Conquest are ended

Aug 9

Aug 10

Aug 12
Aug 13

Aug 15
Aug 19
Aug 20
Aug 22

Sep 2
Mar 2

Post-1908 Despite legal victories, all three of them face social ostracism and are advised to leave Onancock

Sep 2

Group of Negro men “slurring remarks” at a white police officer.
Another officer, the police chief, shot above the group’s heads to warn/stop them.
Same officer later shot at another black man who was raising a gun at a group of white people; 
this man then ran away after.
There were shots fired later between groups of Negroes later in the night.
1 black person was killed, 1 wounded, and 21 arrested.
In response, the mayor ordered a census of the Negro residents in Snow Hill as preparation to 
order any “idle” (non-working) residents out of town. The mayor indicated those people would be 
taken to the Virginia line as that is “from where most of them came.”

1934

1938

“White rioters drive the entire black population out of town.”
About one year after the lynching of George Armwood in Princess Anne, MD; this had forced 
much of the black population out of the town already.
11:30pm: “Negro cursed a white man” which ensued a street brawl between the two.
Full-fledged race riot ongoing with “200 whites and 500 blacks.”
The white man who was cursed out gathered a mob and forced their way into a black restaurant, 
finding the already badly beaten black man inside.
The black citizens gathered their own mob in response. However, they were scattered by the 
white mob who threw bricks, knives, clubs, and more at the black citizens fleeing.
The Princess Anne Police Force of three men did nothing to halt the riot proceedings. 

Sep 8

Midnight
Sep 9

Sep 19
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Two Post-War Chicagos: A Legacy of White Violence
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After WWI and the New Deal, 
many Black Americans moved 
from the South to the North. 

They were attracted to the area 
because of factories and job 

opportunities. These big wave 
caused housing problems and an 

increase in racism.

Cleveland Mayor 
Maschke-Baehr placed 
Black Americans in cleaing, 
garbage, pluming jobs- all 
except clerk jobs

1910

1937
 A Black women was 
beaten by a police 
ambulance driver when he 
broke up a fight between 
her and another woman. 
Secretary to Safety 
Director failed to 
invesitgate further.

Black residents were living 
in inhabitable housing. 
Cedar Central was 
supposed to help, but the 
area was redlined, where 
the Black families who 
applied were “ghosted” and 
didn’t hear back from the 
Cleveland Metropolitan 
Housing Authority

1938

1922-40

1954

Housing During/Post 
Deal Deal

Daily Life and Jobs

Map created by Anya Shaw and Olive Chan. Metadata: Map 
data: NHGIS and Cleveland City Planning Commission 
Open Data Portal
Information Sources: “More ‘Jimcrowism’ In Ohio- 
Cleveland Gazette; ”Ohio Shops Draw Southern Negro 
Migration Pronounced on to Jobs of Cleveland and 
Youngstown”- Plain Dealer;  Clevaland City Planning 
Commission; The ‘New Deal’ Ignores Complaints- The 
Roosevelt Administration’s Agencies Guilty!”- Cleveland 
Gazette; “Burton’s Color-Line Bobs Up In The City Council 
Meeting, Monday Night”- Cleveland Gazette; 
Cedar-Central Apartments  “Ernest Bohn’s ‘Housing 
Labratory’ and the Legacy of Public Housing”;  “Read! 
Read!! The Rounder On What’s Doing”- Cleveland 
Gazette; “Bombings Break Out In Ohio Towns; NAACP 
Asks Governor for Protection”- Crusader; “Fair Play 
Wards Off Race Riots Here”- Plain Dealer

The New Deal was a series of government 
funded programs meant to encourage economic 
stability during a time when many had lost their 

jobs after the Great Depression. It lasted 
between1933 and 1938. Surprisingly, there were 
few instances of race riots or bombings in the 
center of Cleveland, however there were cases 

further out in the suburbs. The majority of 
racism experienced was due to systematic 

redlining and unequal access to resources, mainly 
impacting home ownership and daily life experi-

ences. 
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Black migrants worked 
in “Industry Valley”, 
where they housed 
chemical, steel, and oil 
operations

Many Black American 
workers are struggling 
to attain permanent 
jobs and stable income 
because of the New 
Deal. 

1940

Post WWI: Influx of Black 
Americans moving into 
Cleaveland caused poor 
housing conditions. The 
Negro Welfare 
Association had to create 
a housing welfare survey.  
Most were improved but 
the worst houses were 
untouched. 

1919

Ohio

the effects of 
the new deal: 

black american-
housing and 
lifestyles in 

cleveland, oh

A bombing occured in 
Wade Park where a 
re-zoning allowed a Black 
Church to own a large 
mansion.
Before and after this 
happened, the police chief 
was making an effort to 
prevent race riots

99



Birmingham

1949 1956 1963

BirminghamBirmingham

Contesting the Color Line in Birmingham, Alabama

Birmingham was one of the most racially divided cities in mid-
twentieth century United States. Geographer Bobby Wilson
refers to Birmingham as “America’s Johannesburg” to highlight
the apartheid conditions of segregation between white and
Black citizens in the southern city. At the same time, in the
1960s, Birmingham emerged as a central site of the Civil Rights
Movement, with activists organizing protests and boycotts for
desegregation. Through Birmingham campaign would emerge
as a model of nonviolent direct action, in a context of escalating
anti-Black violence as white residents committed destructive
bombings across homes, neighborhoods, and churches. This
map not only reveals persisting racial violence in the post-war
period, but also reminds us of the powerful history of Black
struggle in the face of white terror.

This map series depicts the changing face of racial violence
in Birmingham through three bombings by white residents
to terrorize Black citizens in 1949, 1956, and 1963. The
motivations for each attack shift over time from backlash to
neighborhood integration in the 1949 neighborhood
bombings, to suppress civil rights organizing through the
1956 home bombing of Reverend Shuttlesworth, an
important movement leader, and the 1963 bombing of
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church. The maps are overlaid with
a redlining grid developed between 1935 and 1940 which
fades over time, representing Black residents' resistance to
segregation and oppression.

“One way I’m sure God wanted us to be unsegregated is because he kept me alive.”
– Reverend Fred Shuttlesworth, Birmingham minister and civil rights leader

The Sites of  Three Reactionary Bombing Attacks and the Persistent Struggle for Black Freedom

Legend
Smilthfield
Neighborhood

HOLC Area Category
Best
Still Desirable
Definitely Declining
Hazardous

Shuttlesworth's
home

Sixteenth Street
Baptist Church

Esri, TomTom, Garmin, SafeGraph, GeoTechnologies, Inc, METI/NASA, USGS, EPA, NPS, USDA, USFWS

Smithfield
neighborhood

Map created by Taylor McDowell, Amani Ponnaganti, and Alec Armon
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“Louise, it was awful.... We kept receiving calls to pack our trunks & 
leave. We did not heed the calls, but sent grandma & the baby on the 
St. Louis, & said we would ”stick” no matter what happened.” (Daisy 
Westbrook)

“The papers 
did not 

describe all 
the horrors”: 

Black women 
recalling the Race 
Riots in East St. 

Louis, 1917

Mrs. Emma Ballard, with her husband 
George Ballard had lived in East St. Louis 
seven years.... She and the children heard 
the �rst of the mob between 12 and 1 
o'clock Monday night. Men and boys 
were in the street hollering, "Come out, 
niggers" as they roamed up and down in 
the Negro district... She took her children 
and got away with what they had on, 
after trying to hide some of their best 
things.” (Ida B. Wells)

“There is [a] bridge between East St. Louis and St. Louis, MO. Out there 
there they call it the Municipal Free Bridge but to me it will always be the Bridge of Mercy.”                                                                    -Hallie E. Queen

“The windows were broken, bedding and clothing thrown on the �loor, all wet and much 

of it scorched.” -description of Mrs. Emma Ballard’s house, Ida B. Wells 
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” no matter what happened.” -Daisy Westbrook

“Everyone admits that the women were far more vile in this riot than were the men and far

 
m

ore inventive of cruelty. How they killed infant a�ter infant...” -Hallie E. Queen

East St. Louis

St. Louis

Mrs. Thomas' house had been set on fire, the mob had broken 

 in the door, broken out the windows.”

         -description by Ida B. Wells

Eads Bridge

In 1917, the industrial city of  
East St. Louis was experiencing 
labor shortages caused by WWI 
and receiving thousands of  Blacks 
migrating from the South. Politi-
cians and company foremen 
fanned resentment between racial 
groups, leading to a series of  
riots in 1917. Mobs of  White 
rioters violently attacked Black 
men, women and children over 
the course of  three months, with 
the largest riot ocurring on July 
2. Police sided with the rioters. 
Newspaper reporting and histori-
cal accounts note that many 
rioters were young white women, 
suggesting the important role of  
gender relations in the work-
ing-class community.

Hundreds of  Blacks crossed the 
Eads Bridge into St. Louis, MO 
to find temporary refuge. Up to 
150 Blacks were killed, and 6,000 
displaced, shocking the nation.

Highlighting the voices of  Black 
women on the ground provides a 
counter-narrative to the violence. 
Archival letters and the writings 
of  activist Ida B. Wells help tell 
this story. 

N
By Anika M. Rice, 2017
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News Through the Years:
Harry T. Moore

Mims

Miami

New York City
“Terror Reigns in Effort to Stop Civil Rights Fight” - 
12/25/1951
Mims, FL - The NAACP demands immidiate investiga-
tion into the death of Harry T. Moore,. He and his wife 
were injured when their house  was bombed on 
12/25/1951. Harry succumbed to his wounds on the 
way to the hospital

“NAACP Head Flies to Bomb Victim’s Funeral. $5,000 
Reward Offered for Conviction of  Crinminal” - 
1/4/1952
NYC, Dec. 27th - Walter White, head of the NAACP leaves 
to attend the funeral of Harry Moore. Before leaving, he 
offered a $5,000 dollar reward for any information on the 
killers.  White presses Attorney-General J. Howard 
McGrath in DC on the “steps that must be taken to end 
these outrages”

Washington DC

“Widow of  Florida Negro Leader Dies; Result From 
Xmas Day Bombing” - 1/11/1952
The wife of Harry T. Moore succumbed to her injuries 9 
days after the death of her husband. Although her 
treatment was going well, the sight of her husband 
worsened her state until her eventual death. She was 
burried at St. James Baptist church in Mims, FL. No new 
developments in the culprits of the attack have been 
uncovered.

“Florida Oranges and TNT”  - 1/25/1952
Fund for information reaches $20,000. More than 2 
million voters are displaying their discontect with the 
inaction of the Florida Governers.  3 suspects are in the 
hands of authoriies, but if nothing is done then there is 
“faint hope of the triumph of democracy in America.”

“Notice of  Appeal Filed in Acquittal of  Patterson” - 
4/18/1952
“The same justice system that has been so keen on jailing 
William L.  Patterson has failed to take action to find and 
punish the murderers of Moore and his wife. It’s FBI blood-
hounds have yet to arrest a single lyncher.”

“Bombings Spurred by Failure of  McGrath in Moore 
Murders” - 4/18/1952
Fort Wayne, Indiana, 4/3/1952 - Failure of Attorney General J. 
Howard McGrath to act on the bomb-murder of Moore has 
encouraged the bombing of two houses in Los Angeles. 
“Hoodlums of the nation have been given the green light to 
attack negroes and their GHomes by the failure of the FBI

“Charge Plan Killed Harry Moore, Ex-NAACP Leader” - 
7/11/1958
An undercover FBI agent has testified that the Orlando Klavern 
of the KKK was reponsible in the bomb killing of Harry Moore 
and his wife. Edgar Brooklyn, a previous suspect of the FBI, told 
the agent that that they had stockpiled dynamite, and inferred 
that they had been responsible for numerous other attacks.

“Crist Announces Results of  Harry T. Moore Murder 
Investigation” - 7/16/2006
Mims - “Attorney General Charlie Crist released the results of a 
20-month investigation into the 1951 murders of Harry Moore 
and his wife Hariette, a case that never came to conclusion. The 
investigation found that they were victims of the Central Florida 
Klavern of the KKK  and four individuals were directly involved: 
Earl J. Brooklyn, Tillman Belvin, Joseph Cox,  and Edward 
Spivey.” All of these individuals were dead by the time of this 
investigation by the Republican public official, so close to 
election season.

Fort Wayne

Sources:
Natural Earth, Attorney General’s 
Office, Readex
Map Created by William Weatherhead for 
the UW Madison 2024 Cart Design 
Challenge
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In May of 1952, Mr. and Mrs. Charles C. Crittenden 
purchased and moved into a home in an all white 
neighborhood in Kansas City, Missouri.

If it weren’t for Miss Morlene A. Johnson’s 1/2 mile 
journey to the Crittendon Residence, they may not 
have been alive mere weeks later.

Morlene was visiting them on May 21, 1952 as a 
home-made bomb was thrown through the dining 
room window. Quickly, she threw it outside and 
onto the driveway. The bomb exploded, shattering 
the windows of three nearby homes. Miraculously, 
no one was harmed.

However, this was not the first act of violence the 
Crittenden’s had experienced since purchasing 
their home. On May 2nd, the day before they 
moved into their new home, an unexploded molo-
tov cocktail was found on the back porch. Not to 
mention, when they initially purchased the home a 
poll issued by the Human Relation Commision to 
neighbors to “determine their receptiveness to 
black neighbors”. It was concluded that “finding 
indicated peaceable acceptance”.

Information for this map was collected from historical issues of the Arkansas State Press, the African American 
Heritage Trail of Kansas City, MO, and “Kansas City Missouri’s Municipal Impact on Housing Segregation” 
by Robert Neil Cooper
Data was collected from OSM and house icons were created by verry poemomo from Noun Project
Map Produced by Will McAllister on Feb. 17, 2024.
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“...the dark and bloody 
record of the South 
shows 728 Afro-Ameri-
cans lynched during the 
past eight years”

The Making 
of Southern 
Horrors

 
In writing the pamphlet 
Southern Horrors: Lynch 
Law in All Its Phases, 
anti-lynching activist and 
journalist Ida B. Bells was 
influenced by the sheer 
number of incidents of white 
mob violence against black 
communities in the South and 
the pervasive stereotypes of 
black men in the media.

However, the pamphlet would 
not have been possible with-
out her personal encounters 
with white mob violence in 
Memphis in 1892, and the love 
and labor of black women in 
her community in New York 
City during her exile.  

L
orem

 

L

orem ipsum 

1892: Memphis, TN  

Lynching at the Curve
“On March 9, 1892, there were 
lynched in this same city three 
of the best specimens of 
young since-the-war 
Afro-American manhood. 
They were peaceful, law-abid-
ing citizens and energetic 
business men...They owned a 
flourishing grocery business 
in a thickly populated suburb 
of Memphis. 
Three of these men, the presi-
dent, the manager and clerk of 
the grocery—"the leaders of 
the conspiracy"—were secret-
ly taken from jail and lynched 
in a shockingly brutal manner. 
‘The Negroes are getting too 
independent,’ they say, ‘we 
must teach them a lesson.’”
                                --- Ida B Wells

the Curve
“People’s Grocery Store”

The Memphis Free Speech
Beale Street Baptist Church

White Mob Destroys 
the Memphis Free Press Office
On May 27th, 1892, a white mob 
destroyed the office of Ida B Wells’ 
newspaper, forcing her into exile in 
New York City. The move North, and 
the lynching of the three black men 
at the Curve pushed Wells to 
research lynchings in the South and 
write Southern Horrors.

“To the Afro-Ameri-
can women of New 
York and Brooklyn, 
whose race love, ear-
nest zeal and unself-
ish effort at Lyric 
Hall, in the City of 
New York, on the 
night of October 5, 
1892—made possible 
its publication, this 
pamphlet is grateful-
ly dedicated by the 
author.
The Afro-American is not a 
bestial race. If this work can 
contribute in any way 
toward proving this, and at 
the same time arouse the 
conscience of the American 
people to a demand for 
justice to every citizen...I 
shall feel I have done my 
race a service” 
                        ---Ida B Wells

White mob violence in 
Memphis

White mob violence 
recorded in Southern 
Horrors

All quotes from Southern Horrors. 
Vignesh Ramachandran 2024
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